LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NEW MEXICO



Board of Directors Meeting 

Clubhouse at 2403 San Mateo NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico

March 10, 2007

Members present: Marilyn Morgan, Diane Goldfarb, Dick Mason, Dee Watkins, Diane Albert, Kathy Campbell, Barbara Calef, Shelly Shepherd, Jane Gaziano, Connie Lee.  

Absent: Johnnie Aldrich, Janie Enter Johnston

Guests: Don Goldfarb, Pat Freeman, Bonnie Burn, Chris Chandler, Judy Binder, Cheryl Haaker, Jo Porter, Helen Wright

President’s Report: Call to Order at 10:05am. Marilyn Morgan will present the budget and bylaws reports.  She encouraged attendance at the Parliamentarians’ annual meeting later this month. Also, she will ask for a motion to rescind an earlier board action.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the January 13 meeting were filed as submitted.
Treasurer’s Report:  The report was submitted by e-mail on March 9.  In response to the treasurer’s requests for guidance, the board took these actions and made these comments:  Dick Mason moved that the lobbying workshop expenses be paid from the operating fund.  Motion seconded (D. Watkins) and passed.  Marilyn will withdraw all but two of the cartridges from her request for reimbursement.  All other questions from the treasurer are referred to the Finance Committee.  Dick commented that expenses are paid when submitted, not when they are incurred.  Shelly Shepherd announced fundraising income of $2312 of which $1932 is for the Education  Fund and $480 for the Operating Fund.

The report was filed for the record.

Financial Review: Don Goldfarb presented the annual financial review for 2005-06.  He suggested appointing a financial reviewer in the same city as the treasurer next time, and he further promised to come up with a list of procedures for subsequent reviews.  Beginning next year the treasurer will use Quickbooks.  He agreed with Jane Gaziano that there should be supporting documents for reimbursements although, for special circumstances, the board may vote to reimburse in the absence of such documents.

The review was accepted.

Dee requested a discussion of procedures for the treasurer.  Kathy Campbell said that the discussion would take place after the state convention.  Barbara Calef moved to extend the deadline for the Spring Issue of La Palabra.  Marilyn responded that it couldn’t be changed because the editor, Pat Freeman, will be undergoing surgery.

Convention:  The board received a memo from Christina Little with details about the convention.  Marilyn explained that each local league will be able to send their president plus one person for the first 15 members and an additional person for each 25 members above 15 as voting delegates.  The state board will pay the registration fee for all board members other than the local league presidents.  She emphasized the importance of asking questions and attending caucuses to resolve issues on Saturday so that the Sunday agenda will be dealt with quickly.  Dee Watkins noted that there is no record in the bylaws of who pays for expenses and registration.  She also requested display tables for the new proposals.  The Las Cruces members said that there would be sufficient space for such tables.  Connie noted that there would be an additional $25 charge for dinner at the convention and that the deadline for registration is May 4.

Budget: Connie Lee (Budget Chair) presided over the proposed budget presentation. She distributed the proposed budget and, after allowing time for the board members to look at the proposal, moved to approve the budget.  Chris Chandler and Jo Porter were also on the Budget Committee and present for the presentation.  Rebecca Frenkel, 4th committee member, was unable to attend. The first question concerned the absence of an allocation for the state league office (A3.). Connie moved, Dee seconded, to table the budget discussion to first resolve the question of the office. Motion passed. Kathy said that the league needs an office location to sort and distribute mail.  Connie felt that the league needs a permanent mailing address.  The consensus was that, for a payment, the state league would continue to share the ABC League’s office, and that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will be reviewed and renewed annually.

Connie moved to un-table the budget.  Jane moved, seconded by Barbara to pay the ABC League $25 per month for use of the office. Motion failed. Kathy moved, seconded by Marilyn to pay $50 per month.  Motion passed.

Item A6, telephone. Agreed amount from $200 to $240. 

Item B6. The board agreed (5-4) to delete B2, copying expenses. To be paid from other funds.

C. Org. Services: $150 budgeted, including calling cards for meetings.  Approved as budgeted.

D. Diane Goldfarb moved, Morgan seconded that we put $1500 in the study items line.  

I. no change

J. Voters Service – decreased to 0.00

K. League Day – printing, copying 

Total expenses $10,035.00

Income: PMP lowered from $12/$6 to $8/$4

Delete C, make D to C, and a new D. Miscellaneous Funding. 

G. new line, League Reserves (for shortfalls, to balance budget)

Connie moved to accept budget with all addenda. Approved unanimously

Discussion of Bylaws

Donna Herbst, (Budget Chair) was unable to attend. (Other committee members: Meg Wente, Ellen Bacigalupia, Barbara Goedecke, Jeffrey Howell.)  An incomplete report was submitted to President. LWVUS requirements for changes to state bylaws for agreement with changes to national bylaws was submitted and will be included for the LWVNM Convention. Two other changes we wanted to make, under Board of Directors, addressed (1) vacancies to be filled by a vote of the Board, and performance standards to determine enforced resignation and finally, (2) electronic voting. Barbara moved that we accept National Bylaws and LA Electronic Board Meetings proposal. LWVUS President Wilson said that if we want to do electronic meetings, that must be included in the bylaws. Connie moved and Diane Goldfarb seconded that Kathy’s  proposal that the word ‘shall’ be moved. Accepted, motion passed unanimously. Diane Goldfarb suggested that we get a new bylaws committee together as soon as possible. We can’t change bylaws until 2009. Dee suggested we send some information to members. Connie moved that we send a special mailing out on a bylaws change, seconded by Shelly Shepherd. Jane suggested that all changes be put out in the mailing. Kathy stated that issue is too complicated to discuss now. Call for the question. Motion defeated.

Nominating Committee Report 

Helen Wright, Chair, proposed that Board approve the slate of candidates. Jane requested that her job title be changed from Special Projects to Education.  Title changed to Education. The state president can appoint up to six directors as special projects arise.

2007-008 Program Proposals and/or Position Changes from Leagues
Position changes (things that the board has adopted and that convention will be asked to confirm or change in 2007):

Death Penalty- last year State Board approved two-year study; two years ago Convention adopted. In 2005 the board and then the convention approved a one-year death penalty study.  Last year the state board adopted a new position.

Ethics- Connie moved and Barbara seconded that wording on campaign finance be changed because current words did not allow support for some parts of the ethics and campaign finance reform package before the legislature. Barbara Calef said committee has looked at this and have consulted Impact on Issues, and is in line with IoI.  Called the question. Go ahead as recommended; item to be presented at the Annual Meeting, passed unanimously. Kathy will send item in Appendix A to La Palabra, Adopted by the board.

Health- Dick Mason. An expanded position was adopted by the board.  This is the result of work directed by convention 2005. Recommend in part under quality health coverage for all New Mexicans- every New Mexican should have full health care coverage as proposed by Institute of Medicine’s broad general statement, and evolving position. This IOM language was approved by the health care committee. Barbara moved that board approves this proposal, seconded by Connie. Passed unanimously. Dick Mason will send to La Palabra. 

Sustainability – The board decided to adopt sustainability as a new POSITION (not principle), in its own category (i.e., not Government, Natural Resources or Social Policy), which will also be called Sustainability.  Jane moved that “A proposal be put forward to the membership that we have a position on sustainability. Dee seconded. Motion passed. Dee moved that the position e-mailed be the position proposed to the membership.  Friendly amendment dropping 3rd sentence

Drug Policy: proposing a change in position

Recommended program (things that the League is proposing to do in 2007-2009):

Fair Representation-Cheryl Haaker presented a pre-board worksheet, with a two-page sheet to be sent to La Palabra.  Moved to approve, seconded and passed unanimously.  Similarly, the board voted to present the Fair Representation study as a recommended program item.

Education:  LWVABC will review position. Santa Fe will review current positions for relevance and update to delete obsolete wording. Dee moved that the Ed Committee review and propose to update Education position. Shelly Shepherd seconded. Board recommends to review position.

Immigration –LWVUS is studying the immigration issue and will be asking local leagues to contribute. Board dropped the state study at the last meeting in January, that was approved by convention 2005. Immigration is a national study at the moment.  (No action required at convention.

Drug Policy- Dee Watkins had sent out proposed change in wording in drug policy, alcohol, and treatment parts and moved that the Board accept the changes. Calef commented that the punishment piece was not in line with the LWV’s position.  Terminology is outdated. Dee moved the recommend word change in drug treatment part be approved and added “alcohol” in the drug portion. Modifications were adopted by the board, Passed by 5-3 vote.  Board recommends to continue study.

Water- Study on supply and demand with three objectives and issues. Barbara proposed and Connie seconded to present this study as a recommended program item at convention. Passed unanimously.

Standing Committee Reports

Fundraising – Silent Auction at Convention - Shelly Shepherd- details will be in La Palabra.

Local League Reports - see appendix B

New Business

La Palabra tentative deadline for Summer 2007 issue – July 1, 2007 

Unfinished Business

Marilyn talked of her conversation with Pam Mayfield about signatories to LANB bank card. Dick moved that motion be rescinded. Kathy seconded. Motion to rescind passed.

Adjournment

At 3:00 pm
Next Meeting – May 20 – after Convention Adjourns

Proposed Studies and Programs -Appendix A

TIMES ARE CHANGING; CATCH UP WITH DRUG POLICY STUDY 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

This is a summary of information, definitions and resources which are the basis 
For the recommended changes to the Drug Policy position.

Everyone using opioids does not become addicted; this seldom happens.
Patients can become physically dependent on opioids for pain relief. Physical dependency is not addiction. Dependency can be overcome in
a few days when the cause of the pain is gone.

The distinction between physical dependence and addiction is important 
in order for consumers, healthcare professionals and caregivers to understand and adequately treat pain. Current knowledge and 
personal beliefs are a major barrier to adequate pain treatment.

Definitions:
Addiction: a complex, chronic disease, with genetic, psychosocial and environmental
factors with behaviors including craving, compulsive use, loss of control, and continued use despite harm.
Physical Dependence: a condition of unpleasant withdrawal symptoms
produced when some drugs are stopped or the blood level is decreased.

Tolerance: physical adaptation in which one requires more of the drug to get the same effect over time.

Concepts:
“Patients develop tolerance to all kinds of drugs that are in no way habit forming.”

“Physical dependence and tolerance are also often confused with addiction. But, 
according to the consensus paper, both of these are normal responses to regular 
use of some prescribed medications (including opioids), and are not evidence of 
an addictive disorder. “

“Physical dependence refers to the fact that when some drugs are stopped or the 
blood level of the drug is decreased, withdrawal symptoms emerge. Withdrawal 
symptoms can occur from a number of drugs (e.g. beta blockers and antidepressants 
as well as opioids). “

The Journal of Pain and Symptom Management indicates ”physical dependence
occurs in addiction but...is not inevitable. Physical dependence often occurs 
without addiction.” 

“Some addictive drugs--alcohol is a good example--disturb behavior in a way that 
threatens the safety of others even when used occasionally and compulsively....Others...
for instance, nicotine--are powerfully addictive but do not disturb behavior significantly...
To think rationally about drugs, we need to understand...how each one affects the user’s 
health and the public health.”

Resources

“Addiction, Physical Dependence, Tolerance. Confused?”
Together, Pain and Addiction Organizations Recommend New Definitions
Pain Community News, Spring 2001 ©2001 American Pain Foundation

“Definitions Related to the Medical Use of Opioids: Evolution Towards 
Universal Agreement”, Journal of Pain Symptom Management, Vol. 25, 
No. 1 July, 2003

ADDICTION From Biology to Drug Policy, Avarm Goldstein, M.D. Second
Edition, Oxford University Press, 2001

PROPOSED REVISION TO THE HEALTH CARE POSITION OF THE LWVNM
The Existing Position

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports a health care system that provides a comprehensive level of health care for New Mexico residents and recognizes the need for efficient management of health care costs.

Every New Mexico resident should have a comprehensive level of health care.  The League favors a national health insurance plan, but until one is in place, the League supports expansion of state and federal plans

______________________________________________________________________________

The 2005 Convention of the LWVNM approved the position on health care that is stated above with the provision that they wanted the Health Care Committee to expand upon the position. The LWVNM Health Care Committee proposes the following addition to the position on health care. The addition should be added at the end of the first paragraph. ______________________________________________________________________________

The LWVNM believes that any health system implemented should have the following:

Quality Health Coverage for All New Mexicans

Every New Mexican should have full health care coverage, as defined by the Institute of Medicine (1), and access to the services covered. Participation should be mandatory. Pre-existing conditions should not be excluded from coverage. 

Effective Cost Management

Cost management should increase the health care benefits that accrue to patients from any given level of spending.

Improvement of Health Care Quality and Safety

A comprehensive effort to improve the quality and safety of health care in New Mexico should be launched and sustained, with dramatically increased public funding.  

Equitable Financing

Reform should seek to reduce or eliminate cost-shifting across categories of insurance programs and payers, both public and private, and to make the distribution of financial burdens more equitable. 

Simplified Administration

Reform should include the development of standardized forms, minimization of complicated co-pays/deductibles, and assurances of timely payment to providers.

______________________________________________________________________________

(1) I will provide the IOM standards as back up.

Propose replacing with “ a benefit package that is at least equal to the best plan offered to state employees”

PROPOSED SUSTAINABILITY POSITION OR PRINCIPLE

The LWVNM believes that potential impacts on sustainability should be considered in formulating new positions and in advocating using current positions.  Sustainability is defined as meeting the needs of the current generation without impairing the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  The League of Women Voters strives to be stewards of the present in order to guard our values and resources for the future.

PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE PERMITTING ELECTRONIC BOARD MEETINGS

Section V.5 (with current Section V.5 and following renumbered):  Electronic Board Meetings

The Board may conduct either regular or special meetings by e-mail or telephone conferencing provided that all board members shall have access to the electronic media used.  Procedures for discussion, debate and voting shall be in place prior to the convening of such a meeting.

Article V. BOARD OF DIRECTORS (STATE BOARD)

Section 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. [no change]
Section 2. Vacancies. [no change]
Section 3. Powers and Duties. [no change]
Section 4. Regular Meetings. [no change]
Section 5. Special Meetings. [no change]
Section 6. Electronic Board Meetings.  The Board may conduct either regular or special meetings by e-mail or telephone conferencing provided that all board members shall have access to the electronic media used.  Procedures for discussion, debate and voting shall be in place prior to the convening of such a meeting.

Section 67. Emergency Polling of the Board. When an urgent decision must be made by the Board between regular meetings, the President may call and/or e-mail the members of the Board. Board members must be given full information about the issue to be decided and sufficient time to share opinions before the final decision is given. A quorum of the Board must respond. The emergency decision must be presented to the next Board meeting for ratification and official report in the minutes.

Section 78. Quorum. A majority of members of the board shall constitute a quorum

PROPOSED CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND ETHICS REFORM POSITION

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico believes that methods of financing political campaigns and public offices1 should ensure the public's right to know, combat corruption and undue influence, maximize fiscal accountability and transparency, and allow maximum citizen participation in the political process.  The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports legislative compensation that is fair and reasonable, recognizing that there is a cost to government and that the cost should be paid by the taxpayers of New Mexico.

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports a fair, equitable and reasonable combination of public/private funding of campaigns for New Mexico state elective offices. Participation in the public/private financing should be voluntary.  Participants should agree to voluntary spending limits. The legislation should provide for a source of revenue to fund the program.

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports limits on gifts and contributions to candidates for elected offices and to the holders of elected and appointed offices.2

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports firm and consistent enforcement of campaign finance, gift and contribution3 reporting laws with significant penalties for non-compliance and wide public dissemination of reports.  An independent office or commission should have the authority to oversee campaign finance and gift laws as well as other ethics rules and lobbying laws, to receive allegations and complaints, to conduct investigations and to present cases to the appropriate enforcement agencies.4

League of Women Voters of New Mexico Ethics Statement
[edited and slightly modified by Gayle T P]

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico believes that methods of financing political campaigns should take into account: the public's right to information, the prevention of corruption and undue influence, the need for transparency and fiscal accountability, and the provision for maximum citizen participation in the political process. (2002; 2007)

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports an equitable and reasonable combination of public and private finacing of campaigns for New Mexico state elective offices.  Participation in public/private campaign financing should be voluntary. Campaign spending limits also should be addressed. (2002; 2007)

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports legislative compensation that is fair and reasonable, recognizing that there is a cost to government, and that the cost should be paid by the taxpayers of New Mexico. (1993; 2007)

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports limits on campaign contributions to individuals running for elected offices.  The League also supports limits on gifts to candidates for state offices and to those already in state offices, whether those offices are held by election, appointment or employment.  (2002; 2007)

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports the enactment of laws that require reporting campaign contributions and campaign expenditures.  Reports should be filed according to established regulations and with time limits.  Records should be maintained in such a manner  that they are readily accessible to the citizens of New Mexico. The League supports similar requirements for the reporting of gifts to people in public office as described above.  The League supports firm and consistent penalties for non-compliance with limits to campaign contributions and gifts, and/or the timely and accurate reporting of them. (1999; 2007)

The League of Women  Voters of New Mexico supports an independent office or commission that would have the authority to monitor compliance with campaign finance and gift laws, as well as compliance with other ethics and lobbying laws.  This commission should be empowered to receive allegations and complaints, to conduct investigations and to present cases to the appropriate government agencies.  (2007)

Proposal for LWVNM Study of Water Supply and Demand

New Mexico is a desert state.  Despite the monsoon of 2006 and this winter’s wonderful snowfall, we are in a long-term drought.  The Los Alamos league believes that a study of water supply and demand is important to educate League members about the complex and controversial issues in question.  We also hope to develop a more complete state position on water resources in the second year of the study.  The study will have three major objectives.

The first objective is to investigate the water supply in New Mexico, both groundwater and surface water.  What is the rate of recharge, including returns from cooling systems, irrigation, and sewage treatment plants?  How much is lost to evaporation and transpiration?  What are the ramifications of the various methods proposed for increasing the supply, such as brush control or interbasin water transfers?

The second objective is to investigate water ownership in New Mexico.  Water rights, the adjudication process, and proposed laws to administer groundwater usage would be part of the discussion.  Another important element of ownership is the question of values.  What weight should we give to the competing demands of the natural environment, agriculture, and economic development?

The third objective is to consider how water should be allocated among the various uses.  What regulatory and economic tools are available to achieve a result that is equitable and preserves our values?

There are many League members around the state who have worked on water issues for years.  We hope that this study will draw them together for a better understanding that will benefit all League members and improve our efforts at advocacy at the state level as well as locally. 

EDUCATION STUDY

The Santa Fe league, as a result of our program planning meeting, recommends that the state education position be reviewed and updated to delete obsolete language as a result of recent constitutional and legislative changes. Background information related to the current position will be summarized and evaluated for its current relevance. The outcome will be recommendations for some changes and/or enhancements to the position.

Death Penalty Position

Following a year-long study of the death penalty by the members of the LWVNM, the state board approved the following position on March 11, 2006. During the convention in May the delegates will be asked to adopt this position. 

The League of Women Voters of New Mexico supports the repeal of the death penalty and the institution of a sentence of life in prison without parole as an alternative. 

Pending the repeal, the LWVNM supports the implementation of the recommendations in the Final Report of the State Bar of New Mexico Task Force to Study the Administration of the Death Penalty in New Mexico (January 2004) including 

· adequate defense funding for capital cases;

· a comprehensive proportionality study, including the development of a complete database of homicide prosecutions in New Mexico;

· higher standards for defense counsel at all stages of the proceedings;

· allowing opponents of the death penalty to serve on the jury for the first trial (to determine guilt or innocence) in a capital case.

During the 2007 Legislative Session members of the Action Committee have lobbied for passage of HB 190, which would fulfill our objective.  The bill was passed in the House 41-28.  It is currently before the Senate. 

Local League Reports- Appendix B
LWV Los Alamos, March 2007

We have a very busy winter.  Our annual legislative preview was held early in January.  Two of our three senators showed up, as well as Rep. Jeannette Wallace.  Other speakers were Kathleen McCrae of the NM coalition to repeal the death penalty and Sarah Cottrell, the governor’s energy and environment policy advisor.  Also in January we held a forum for a local referendum election on an ordinance passed by the County Council in November, and a candidates forum for the school board election.

The League wrote a letter to the editor of the local newspaper in support of the package of ethics and campaign finance reform bills before the legislature.

We had a successful program planning meeting in the middle of February.  LWVLA will propose a state study of water supply and distribution for 2007-9, but whether or not this is adopted we will conduct a locally-focused study on the same issue.  We also expect to take an active part in the Fair Representation study being proposed by LWVABC, while our local government committee plans to sponsor a budget workshop to educate both League members and the public on the County budget.

League of Women Voters Albuquerque/Bernalillo County

Report to LWVNM Board

March 10, 2007

On Sunday, January 7 we held a “Meet the Legislators” open house for members.  Despite snowy streets, we had an excellent turnout.  Four members of the NM State Legislature attended and addressed the group.  It was the first such gathering LWV/ABC has had in several years, and because of this year’s success we plan to hold them biennially.  Future events will be held in the fall following the elections.

In February the major event was our annual theater party to observe the League’s birthday and raise money for the operating fun.  Fifty-five members and friends attended a performance of The Apple Tree at the Adobe Theater, followed by hors d’oeuvres, birthday cake and socializing.

Our February units covered a potpourri of topics. Douglas Brown, Interim New Mexico State Treasurer spoke about his recent experiences in that office.  Terry Brown, Program Director of the Second District Juvenile/Family Court, talked about a working drug abuse treatment program.  The Repeal of the Death Penalty was the topic addressed by Judi Caruso, member of the Board of the New Mexico Coalition to End the Death Penalty.  Peggy Folk Cote, Director of Community Services for Sandoval County spoke about the Sandoval County community service programs.

Sunshine Week was the topic for March.  Attorney Martin Esquivel, Assistant Attorney General Mary Smith, Albuquerque Tribune Editor Phill Casaus, Rio Rancho librarian Toni Beatty and ACLU Staff Attorney George Bach all spoke to our various units.  These programs, which address issues of open government, are well-attended every year.  

On February 12, U.S. District Court Judge M. Christine Armijo struck down the photo identification requirement of the Albuquerque Election Code.  LWV/ABC was a plaintiff in this lawsuit. A brief explanation of this case and the decision can be found elsewhere in La Palabra.
Diane Goldfarb

Santa Fe- Jane Gaziano
Our Holiday Lunch with Legislators this past December served as a great opportunity to hear from some of our legislative contingency and provided an introduction to the 2007 session. During this past winter election season, the League of Women Voters of Santa Fe County moderated both our public school and community college governing board elections. It is unfortunate that the voter turnout is these elections continues to be lower than hoped. When contacted regarding support for consolidation of these with general elections as proposed during this last legislative session, Rep. Jose Campos, chair of the Elections and Voting Committee, made it clear it is the responsibility of communities to encourage greater voter participation. We have two years to develop a strategy to bring this to the voters as a constitutional question and/or to work at better voter awareness.

In January we heard a representative from the New Mexico Office of Homeland Security and MAL member Linda Moscarela speak on preparedness in New Mexico. Recently a general meeting speaker was Chief Justice Martha Vazquez of the Federal Court Santa Fe District speaking on immigration. Being the daughter of a once deported immigrant added impact to her discussion of this issue. The mayor and a public information officer from Santa Fe along with the Santa Fe County manager and a county commissioner will make up a panel at our March general meeting to discuss open government. 

In an effort to engage more of our members and recruit new ones, our Eldorado unit has been resumed after a several year hiatus. Looking ahead to our Annual Meeting, we are excited by the program that will be proposed to our members for next year.
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