LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NEW MEXICO

Board Meeting Minutes

September 20, 2014                                                
Pasatiempo Senior Center, 664 Alta Vista, Santa Fe                                                        
Present:  Barbara Calef, Diane Goldfarb, Cheryl Haaker, Meredith Machen, Dick Mason, Andrea Targhetta, Carol Tucker Trelease, Judy Williams
Absent:  Erika Graf-Webster, Lee Lockie, Linda Moscarella, Donna Reynolds
President Machen called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m. The agenda was approved unanimously as amended by Dick to include Common Cause’s NM Pledge and Diane’s Coalition for Choice report under Action. Minutes of the Board meeting on July 19, 2014, were unanimously approved as amended. Cheryl will post these minutes and those of previous meetings online.

President’s Report:  Meredith and Linda met with our LWVUS Liaison, Linda Wassenich, and are looking forward to working with her. She is former president and ongoing member of the Dallas League, which hosted the LWVUS Convention in June. LWVNM sections of the Voter Guide have been posted on www.lwvnm.org. LWVSFC’s Voter Guide is looking good.   There were some problems with the photos and one candidate did not respond to multiple requests for answers to our questions or to our invitation to participate in candidate forums.   LWVNM has been in the news.   KSFR broadcast the Santa Fe forum for candidates for Secretary of State in one segment the Friday after the Tuesday forum, and they will broadcast a second segment with the candidates for Attorney General next Friday.  

 Treasurer’s Report:  LWVNM received $2,000 from the Johanson Fund through Lee Lockie’s efforts.   LWVNM owes LWVUS $202.50.   The contract with Constant Contact has been renewed for one year at a cost of $294.  LWVNM has $11,574.33 in Wells Fargo checking and savings and $4,123.90 in reserves. The PAVP grant has a balance of $1,269.05.  The Education Fund has a balance of $612. 71. Cheryl filed our 990N with the Secretary of State.   Printing costs for LWVNM have been reduced. The Treasurer’s report passed unanimously. 

Communications and Outreach:  Meredith believes that we need written guidelines on candidate forums so that all Leagues forums will be consistent.   The proposed guideline is based on the LWV guideline in New York.   Barbara will work of on this, and it will be considered at our next board meeting. There has been discussion about allowing the recording or taping of candidate forums without League permission.   It was noted that some people like to read their questions from their tablets or telephones.  LWVNM needs a clear guideline on this matter.   Still photographs are permitted. Forum co-sponsors:  LWVCNM is sponsoring a candidate forum that will be co-sponsored by the Democratic Party Black Caucus.  This forum is being well-publicized by the African American Cultural Center.   Both candidate forum policy/guidelines and co-sponsorships will be discussed at our next meeting. Work on Voter Guides is progressing well.   LWVCNM will have Voter Guides available October 1.   It is also posted on the LWVCNM web site.

La Palabra Procedure and Content:  Articles are due September 30.   Email to Meredith and Barbara.   Dick will write on health care.   Meredith will write on the legislative reception, which will be held in Santa Fe on February 9, 2015, at Garrett’s Desert Inn.   There should also be articles about candidate forums.   Brenda McKenna takes photos at events, and Meredith will try to get photos from an Albuquerque Journal photographer.   Website:  Cheryl asks that if you see any problem with the website, do let her know.   She will give all files to her successor.   The website has been the LWVNM archive.   Judy suggests we find another way to store documents, perhaps on a disc. 

Program Discussion: Shelly Shepherd and her team are working on mental health issues.   The PRC was to hold hearings on PNM’s plan for closing two units of the San Juan Generating Station, but they have been postponed. Judy has tried to recruit volunteers to work on updating the Judiciary position.   LWVCNM will host the LWVNM Convention in Albuquerque May 16-17, 2015, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. There will be a reception at Carol’s home on the evening of May 15.    The convention will begin with a luncheon.   Non-members could be invited to the luncheon and dinner to hear the speakers.  A suggested speaker is Martha Burk.   Michelle Lujan Grisham is another possible speaker, and so are Maggie Toulouse Oliver and Martin Heinrich.   Viki Harrison of Common Cause would also be excellent. 

Action:  Dick reported that Common Cause National President Miles Rapoport will speak in Albuquerque at UNM Continuing Education Center on October 11, 2014 at noon.   Common Cause has a “get money out of government” pledge form to sign.   The Board voted unanimously to promote the pledge. It will be posted on Constant Contact or Topics or both as well as in La Palabra.   There will be a panel speaking on education issues at the Legislative Reception on February 9.   Meredith is inviting Rep. Mimi Stewart, Rep. Dennis Roch, and Don Moya, CFO of APS.  As for League Day, February 10, we don’t know yet what legislative issues there might be, but it appears that an independent ethics commission will likely be a priority and possibly health care. LWVNM will have a lobbying workshop in Santa Fe on December 13 from 10:00 until noon. Judy will work on this.   Linda Siegle, Juliana Koob, Peter Wirth, and Nate Gentry would all be good speakers. 

Local League Reports:  Andrea gave the LWVCNM report.   They heard from Project ECHO, attended Naturalization Ceremonies, have a new Westside unit, and will host a forum for Secretary of State and Attorney General candidates.  Judy gave the LWVSFC report.   The recent candidate forum was a success.   The will be a Public Banking Forum soon.   They are publishing their Voters Guide in partnership with the Santa Fe New Mexican.   They will host a forum on November 13 on campaign finance reform with Peter Wirth, Viki Harrison, and Stuart Bluestone. Barbara gave the LWVLA report.   They held a forum recently, which was very well received.   About 100 people attended.   They will hold additional forums on October 2, 7, and 9.  The Oct. 9 forum will include structure of government (for a charter amendment) and a segment with Jefferson Byrd and Ben Ray Lujan.  Los Alamos is developing a Voters Guide, doing voter registration, and developing a mailer about two proposed amendments to the County Charter. The LWVGLC report was offered in writing. It was unanimously approved that the meeting be adjourned at 2:10 p. m. The next meeting will be on Saturday, November 15 at 10:00 a. m. at Socorro Public Library. 

Respectfully submitted, Carol Tucker Trelease, Secretary.
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