League of Women Voters of New Mexico

Board Meeting Minutes

January 17, 2015

North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, Albuquerque

Present: Barbara Calef, Diane Goldfarb, Cheryl Haaker, Meredith Machen, Dick Mason, Donna Reynolds, Andrea Targhetta, Carol Tucker Trelease, Judy Williams

Absent: Erika Graf-Webster, Lee Lockie, Linda Moscarella (off-Board)
President Machen called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m. It was requested that Ethics Commission be added to the agenda and that the LWV Kansas words from concurrence on the living wage discussion be removed.

Minutes from the May 2014 Council were submitted to the board.  They include the directions to the board from the delegates.

September minutes: Dick moved, and Judy seconded approval of minutes as amended.

November minutes: Dick moved, and Barbara seconded approval of the minutes as amended.
Presidentʼs Report: Meredith was on the Legislative Update panel that the Santa Fe Community Foundation held on December 9. The LWVNM Lobbying Workshop was held in the Round House on December 13. Meredith also circulated several Op Ed pieces that she had written. 
LWVNM Board will meet next on March 21 in Santa Fe, beginning at 10:00 a.m.

We need to review our Strategic Plan. Meredith will send it to the board.

Treasurer’s Report:  We have over $15,000 in the bank. Upcoming expenses will be La Palabra and League Day at the Legislature. The Education Fund currently has a balance of $1,137.71. Cheryl also provided La Palabra expenses from 2009 to present.

MLD:  Diane reported on a recent national Membership and Leadership Development conference call. She said the calls are difﬁcult. People talk over each other. Linda Moscarella is willing to continue as the MLD leader but as an off-Board member.

Program: SFC and CNM have held their program planning meetings.  The status of the mental health care study was unclear, but recommendations from the committee were received on January 18.

Ethics Commission: Miriam Ries, SFC, has volunteered to examine characteristics for the composition and selection of an ethics commission. Meredith has sent Miriam information about ethics commissions in some other states materials. Viki Harrison of Common Cause is also working on ethics and campaign finance reform and examining models and principles. Someone should look at Kathy Campbell’s input as well.

Juvenile Justice Position: Judy and Diane have reviewed the Children and Families (Juvenile Justice reorganization and renaming.) It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously to adopt the revised position.

Judiciary Position:  In response to a request, Magistrate Judge Pat Casados suggested two amendments to the Judiciary Position. It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously to adopt the revised Judiciary position.

Pain Management:  A position on Pain Management has not been developed. There is a small section on it in the Drug Policy position of LWVCNM. LWVNM also has a Drug Policy position.  We will have an agenda item on drugs for our March meeting.

Education Position: LWVGLC has proposed that LWVNM adopt their Education Position. Following discussion, it was agreed that Judy would oversee the process of merging the LWVGLC position with the current LWVNM position.

Living Wage Position: Barbara had sent to the board a proposal for a living wage position based on LWV Boulder County’s new position.  She amended the proposal based on a response from Erika. It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously to adopt the new position.

Reproductive Rights Report:  The NM Coalition for Choice is meeting in Santa Fe on Tuesday, January 20 regarding TRAP laws (Targeting Restricting Abortion Providers). There will be anti-choice bills proposed this legislative session. There may also be parental notiﬁcation or consent bills for a minor to obtain an abortion. Several League members are part of the Coalition, which is very organized and strategic.
LWVNM Convention:  The LWVNM convention will be held in Albuquerque on May 16 and 17.  Senator Heinrich has not conﬁrmed that he will participate as a speaker. Mayor Berry has not responded either. Meredith with ask Governor Susana Martinez when Andrea asks her to do so. Andrea will send registration and hotel information to each League President for inclusion in each League’s newsletter.  Hotel rate will be $79.00 per night at the Crowne Plaza.Local League boards will select delegates. Saturday lunch is open to the public. So is the dinner.

Action: Dick will be doing advocacy throughout the legislative session. Our Legislative Reception will be Monday, February 9, 5:30 until 7:30 at Garrettʼs Desert Inn. Senator Mimi Stewart, Rep. Dennis Roch, Don Moya (APS) and Veronica Garcia (Voices for Children) will be speakers. Backup speaker will be Senator Bill Soules (Las Cruces, LESC). We will bring food and drinks for the reception.

We have the Land Ofﬁce reserved from 8:00 a.m. until noon for our use on February 10. We will request a meeting will Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn. Speakers on League Day will be Fred Nathan (Think New Mexico) on Health Cost Transparency, Dr. Gabriel Sanchez (UNM) on Voting Rights and Elections, and Marcela Diaz (Somos Un Pueblo Unido) Drivers’ Licenses.

Natural Resources: Lee Lockie has resigned as Natural Resources director. Meredith has asked Barbara and Judy to share that position.  Judy reported that the PRC hearings concerning the PNM plan to replace the power produced by Units 2 and 3 of the San Juan Generating Station continue.
Local League reports: Barbara reported the Los Alamos League had a Candidate Forum for school board and UNMLA advisory board candidates. It was very well attended.

Andrea reported that a new, young member of LWVCNM, Trish Lopez, recently spoke to a church group about legislative activities. Upcoming, there will be a Candidate Forum for school board candidates. LWVCNM will conduct an election for a union. APD Forward has been active, and LWVCNM members have been active with that group. Damon Martinez (US Attorney) and Kip Purcell (FOG) will speak at upcoming LWVCNM meetings. Donna reported that LWVSFC was holding Candidate Forums for both Santa Fe Public Schools Board and Santa Fe Community College Board.  LWVSFC will be holding its Women in History breakfast event in March hosting students who are being mentored by League members and other professionals. 
Announcements, Initiatives, and Other Business:

Roe v. Wade Celebration: January 29, 11:00 a.m. Capitol Rotunda

AAUW Press Conference: February 9, 1:00 p.m.

There was a brief discussion of the Spring La Palabra contents.  The final deadline for articles will be March 25.

There being no further business, it was moved, seconded, and unanimously passed to adjourn at 2:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Tucker Trelease,

Secretary

